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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PEOR, WB, GW, US, UK, UR, ER 

SUBJECT: SOVIET STATEMENT ON EC VOCATIONAL CENTER 

REF: A) STATE 38043; B) BONN 2755 AND PREVIOUS 

SUMMARY: AD REE AGREEMENT EOR RECOMMENDATION TO CAPITALS 
REACHED ON SECOND REVISE OE DRAET REPLY TO SOVIET EC 
VOCATIONAL CENTER COMMUNICATION OE FEB 6. CHANGES WERE 
OCCASIONED BY QUATS PROBLEMS WITH PREVIOUS TEXT, BUT 
ERG ELEVATION OE MATTER TO POLITICAL DIRECTOR LEVEL 
RESULTED IN ADDITIONAL DELAY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AT BONN GROUP MEETINGS EEB 21 AND EEB 24 ERENCH REP 
(BOISSIEU) REPORTED HIS AUTHORITIES HAD DIFEICULTIES 
WITH EIETH LINE PARA 2 OP AD REF TEXT TRANSMITTED REPTEL 
B, WHICH READ: "THE QA IN NO WAY APFECTED THE EXISTING 
SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE APPLICATION OF EC TREATIES 
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IN THE WSB." BOISSIEU SAID THIS LANGUAGE POTENTIALLY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


DANGEROUS TO ALLIES SINCE THERE WAS NO "EXISTING SITUA- 
TION" PRIOR TO QA. RATHER, AN "EXISTING SITUATION" 

CAME INTO BEING WHEN QA WENT INTO EFFECT. ADDITIONAL 
PROBLEM IS THAT THIS PHRASE IS USED IN PRESENT AD REF 
TEXT IN TWO DIFFERENT WAYS (COMPARE WITH USAGE IN LAST 
LINE PARA 2). AD REF AGREEMENT THEN WAS REACHED ON 
MODIFIED SENTENCE WHICH READS: "THE QA HAS IN NO WAY 
AFFECTED APPLICATION OF EC TREATIES IN THE WSB." REPS 
AGREED THAT MODIFIED SENTENCE AVOIDED PROBLEMS NOTED BY 
QUAI AND, PARTICULARLY WHEN SEEN IN CONTEXT OF PRECEDING 
SENTENCE, WAS ACCURATE STATEMENT OF FACT. BOISSIEU 
REQUESTED ALSO THAT REPS AGREE TO RECOMMEND DELETION OF 
WORDS IN PARA 3 SENTENCE 2 "AND OPERATION." OTHER REPS 
READILY AGREED. 

2. AGREEMENT ON REVISIONS WAS DELAYED FROM FEB 21 
BONN GROUP SESSION TO FEB 24 MEETING BY ERG ELEVATION 
OF MATTER TO POLITICAL DIRECTOR LEVEL. BONN GROUP WAS 
INFORMED BY FRG REPS FEB 21 THAT VAN WELL (THEN IN PARIS 
FOR EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETING) WAS RAISING SUBJECT 
THERE ON BILATERAL BASIS WITH FRENCH AND BONN GROUP 
CONSIDERATION SAME DAY WOULD THUS BE PURPOSELESS. US 
AND FRENCH REPS ARGUED AT FEB 21 MEETING THAT 
PRECISE WORDING OF DRAFT NOT LIKELY TO BE RESOLVED 
DURING TALKS IN PARIS AND CONSIDERATION OF TEXT SHOULD 
PROCEED; HOWEVER, ITEM WAS EFFECTIVELY PUT OFF TO FEB 24 
BONN GROUP SESSION. 

3. COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: FRG ACTION AT 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR LEVEL APPARENTLY THE RESULT OF TOP- 
LEVEL FRG FOREIGN OFFICE NERVOUSNESS OVER WHAT SEEMED TO 
BE UNNECESSARY DELAY IN REACHING AGREED TEXT FOR REPLY. 
AS IT TURNED OUT, FRG INITIATIVE ONLY DELAYED 

MATTER FURTHER. 

REGARDING TEXT, RECOMMEND DEPT 

AGREE FOR DELIVERY ASAP IN BERLIN. OUR COMMENTS ON 
CHANGE IN PARA 2 OF TEXT ARE GIVEN ABOVE. RE PARA 3 
CHANGE, IT APPEARS THAT QUAI, ON REFLECTION, AGREED WITH 
VIEWS OF OTHERS (AND OF FRENCH EMBASSY HERE) THAT WORDS 
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"AND OPERATION" WERE ILL-ADVISED BECAUSE (A) THEY ARE 
OVERLY DEFENSIVE AND (B) ARE GRATUITOUS SINCE SOVIETS DO 
NOT ADDRESS THIS POINT IN THEIR COMMUNICATION OF FEB 6. 
HILLENBRAND 
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